Governance Discipleship Group Minutes Thursday 27th March 2025
Present: Alison Stewart, Barry Brown, Caro MacArthur, Sarah Judd, Adrian Tofts, Sue Wells, James Middleton
Apologies: John Green
Alison opened with prayer and led a devotion 
Minutes
MOTION: That the minutes of the February 2025 meeting be accepted as a true and accurate record.
MOVED BY: Chair
CARRIED

Action Points from February Minutes
Church Pews Update
It looks as though three 2-seater half-pews could be made out of an existing pew. Some singles could be made to accommodate wheel/push chairs. Estimate has come in from David Coleman Furniture. Price seems reasonable.
St. Stephen’s Hall Basement Tidy
Notice in pew sheet advertising help for working bee.
Hunterville church organ stool
Margaret tried the stool from Towgood room. However, it is too short. 
St. Stephen’s Pidgeon control
John Green to arrange pigeon control at St. Stephen’s. 
Hunterville repairs quote
Last meeting there was a question about whether labour was included. Yes, labour is included in the quote. 
MOTION: To confirm approval of the Richards Construction quote for Hunterville repairs.
MOVED BY: Chair 
CARRIED
Diocesan Safety videos refresh
Each member to look up on Anglican Movement.



Administration Matters
Faculties for St. Stephen’s
List of faculties held by the diocese distributed for information.
Faculty for St. Thomas’s Pulpit Removal
Pulpit removed in 2021. It does have a plaque on it which could go in the church. We should apply for a faculty for the plaque that was on it to be placed in the church. Barry to give details about where in the church the plaque could go.
Mt. View Cemetery Weeding
Weeds need controlling. Huntly school could take on the weeding. Alison to arrange as an ongoing service project for the school. Sarah will contact corrections community workers to see if they can do the first main tidy. 
Wheelchair ramp for St Thomas' hall / Disability access in the parish
Lady had arrived for the knitting group in a wheel chair and the hall was inaccessible for wheel chair access. $80-$150 for a portable hard rubber step from Bunnings Warehouse was proposed by Barry as one would be the right size. One could be purchased to trial at St. Thomas’. Barry is happy to purchase one and claim reimbursement from the parish. 
MOTION: Barry to purchase a rubber step to be reimbursed by the parish.
MOVED BY: Chair
CARRIED
Quote for organ switch in St. Stephen’s
Has been tested and creates smoke.
MOTION: That the quote from Energy Electrical be accepted and the work completed keeping the retro switch cover.
MOVED BY: Sarah J.
SECONDED BY: James M.
Grave Maintenance
Dirt needs to be levelled on some graves in our cemeteries. Andrew Morris to level Greatford.
Tu Tu Totara
Alison will talk to Sally about the cleaning of Tu Tu Totara.
 
Priest in Charge Report
Alison attended the local minister’s meeting. Easter Walk starts at 9am. Lutheran church have asked for a donation of hot cross buns for the day. This Sunday is the combined churches service at 10:30am at living hope. Alison thanked for what she does in the parish.
Property Committee
St. Stephen’s Fire Safety Quote
Work is required to replace the gong on the fire sprinkler system for it to be compliant. 
MOTION: That the quote from Chubb be accepted and the work completed.
MOVED BY: Chair
CARRIED

Possum trapping at St. Stephen’s
Possums are getting into the crypt at St. Stephen’s. The Property committee to contact Horizons to set up some traps. Caro to contact Horizons.
Date for St. Stephen’s church crypt clean
Saturday morning 26th April 9:30am
Bin to be arranged. Sarah to look into sourcing a low skip.
Rose Society to remove their equipment from the hall basement by the end of April.
Barry is happy to take some of the timber during the school holidays from the hall basement.
MOTION: Permission given for Barry to remove some of the timber from St. Stephen’s Hall Basement and the kneelers from the church pews to gift to Feilding High School.
MOVED BY: Chair
CARRIED

Finance Committee Report
The parish was not in deficit at the end of last year due to AMSIF returns. Accountant completing end of year work. Bank audit papers to be picked up. 
Correspondence 
Metal Detection Enquiry
MOTION: That the parish decline the offer of metal detecting on our church properties.
MOVED BY: James M.
SECONDED BY: Sue W.
CARRIED

General Business
Wendy and Alan Willis leaving. Alison suggested getting a gift for them. Alison will ask Sarah what they would like. 
Adrian closed in prayer.
Meeting closed at 8:55pm 
Next meeting: Thursday 24th April 2025, in the Towgood Room
